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When  you  step  aboard 
Mayflower  II  yon  will 
meet  members  of  the  crew  and 
some  of  the  passengers  who 
crossed  the  ocean  in  1620.  They 
have  come  forward  in  time  so  that 
you  can  discover,  first-hand,  the 
drama  of  this  famous  crossing. 
Today  you  will  hear  of  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  that  voyage  and  that  first 
winter  from  people  who  will  be 
happy  to  be  rid  of  one  another: 
the  sailors,  glad  to  get  back  to 
their  chosen  lives,  and,  the  Pil¬ 
grims,  ready  to  get  on  with  their 
unknown  futures  on  land. 

While  on  board,  please  step 
carefully  as  things  may  seem  and 
feel  a  bit  unfamiliar  and  may 
become  slippery  in  wet  or  cold 
weather.  Please  leave  all  food  and 
beverages  on  land  and,  do  not 
smoke  while  on  board. 

The  above  diagram  illustrates 
some  of  the  important  areas  and 
equipment  aboard  the  ship: 


A.  The  Round  House  is  the  Mate’s 
cabin,  the  chartroom  where  the  ship’s 
progress  is  planned  and  plotted. 

B.  The  Ship’s  Bell  rung  to  mark  the  time 
of  the  watch,  with  one  to  eight  strokes  at 
each  half-hour  of  the  four  hours.  It  is  also 
used  to  signal  an  emergency. 

C.  The  Great  Cabin  houses  the  Master, 
or  commander  of  the  ship.  A  second 
bed  provides  accomodation  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  officer  or,  should  one  be  on 
board,  a  distinguished  guest. 

D.  The  Whipstaff,  the  ship’s  helm,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  main  deck,  is  a  long  lever 
used  to  move  the  tiller  below,  which 
moves  the  rudder  to  steer  the  ship.  The 
helmsman  steers  by  the  compass  in  the 
binnacle  set  in  front  of  him,  according 
to  the  orders  from  the  conning  officer 
on  the  Half  Deck  above. 

E.  Steerage  is  the  cabin  of  the  ship’s  of¬ 
ficers.  The  hatch  and  ladder  forward  of 
the  binnacle  provide  access  to  the 
‘tween  decks. 

F.  The  Capstan  is  a  kind  of  pulley,  or 
winch,  used  to  hoist  cargo  and  other 
heavy  loads.  It  is  fitted  with  holes  into 
which  long  bars  are  inserted.  By  push¬ 
ing  around  on  the  bars,  sailors  haul  in  a 


rope  wound  around  the  capstan,  mov¬ 
ing  the  load  up  or  down  accordingly. 

G.  The  Forecastle,  or  “Fo’c’s’l”  houses 
the  common  seamen  (about  18,  half  of 
whom  would  be  on  watch  while  at  sea), 
the  Boatswain  (master  of  discipline)  and 
the  cook,  who  prepared  meals  here  for 
the  crew  only.  A  hatch  gives  access  to 
‘tween  decks,  and  doors  lead  forward  to 
the  Beakhead. 

H.  The  ‘tween  decks  is  where  the  pas¬ 
sengers  made  their  cabins.  ( Mayflower 
was  not  built  to  carry  passengers.)  Here, 
also,  were  kept  their  livestock,  the  parts 
of  their  shallop  (a  work  boat)  and  sev¬ 
eral  more  of  the  ship’s  guns. 

E  The  Gun  Room  held  the  “stern  chas¬ 
ers,”  the  two  guns  a  merchant  ship  kept 
ready  against  possible  attack.  These  guns 
are  minions,”  which  fire  a  3-pound  solid 
shot  a  distance  of  2500  yards. 

J.  The  Hold  is  the  main  cargo  space.  It 
holds  most  of  the  household  goods, 
tools,  and  supplies  as  well  as  the  ship’s 
stores  of  food,  cordage,  canvas,  canon 
shot,  powder,  etc. 

K.  The  Windlass  is  used  for  raising  an¬ 
chors  and  works  like  but  is  safer  to  use 
than  the  capstan. 


